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own province, Bengal, where one saw the disgraceful  spectacle of
two rival Congress Committees in existence.
If Subhas Bose had really meant business, he could, even at that
stage, have turned the tables by launching his much-awaited mass
struggle for civil liberties. Direct action, valorously undertaken,
might have broken the evil spell of discord* He did nothing, however,
but conduct a sort of vendetta against the right-wing leadership of the
Congress. He did not realise that the Congress was long enthroned
in India's heart, and his wordy fireworks against the leadership
would recoil upon himself if he could offer no real, alternative, fight-
ing programme. The Congress was greater than its leadership, and
mere vituperation of the latter, howsoever, justified on occasion, was.
certain before long to offend the country. The '* Forward Bloc " did
not in reality differ basically from those it castigated ; it could not
offer a programme and leadership to a militant mass movement. Bose
did not seem to think in'terms of national unity; he did not see that
disrupting the Congress and blaring "struggle" slogans meant
really the struggle's doom ; he did not seem to understand that he
was mouthing "left " phrases but that they were airy ejaculations.
As Bose with his bravado made confusion worse confounded and
particularly in Bengal drajged Congress through the mire, the right-
wing leaders, with Jawaharlal fretting uneasily in their company, sat
inert and uninspiring. Between them the country sulked and sor-
rowed, and lacked a d/namic leadership when war broke out in
September 1939, and the people became *' as fuel of the fire ".